
BEGINNING  
PHONICS

Phonics Plug-In ONE Phonics Plug-In TWO Phonics Plug-In THREE

Phonics Short vowels:
•	1-syllable real
•	1-syllable nonsense 
•	 digraphs
•	 2-syllable words – no schwa
•	 f, l, s doubled at end
•	 3 spellings for /k/
•	 2 spellings for /w/

Short vowels:
•	 suffixes -s, -es, -ing, -er, -est
•	 trigraphs -tch & -dge
•	 schwa in 2-syllable words
•	 2-sound consonant blends
•	 y spells long e, /ē/, at the end of a 

multi-syllable word
•	 spelling patterns all, ing, ink

Short vowels:
•	 suffix -ed
•	1-1-1 doubling rule for vowel suffixes
•	 spelling patterns -ang, -ong, -ung, 

-ank, -onk, & -unk
•	 3-sound consonant blends
•	 3-syllable words & schwa

R-controlled vowels:
•	 ar spelling /ar/ & or spelling /or/

High Frequency Words 
(from Dolch 220 list)

•	 36 irregularly spelled words
•	 47 decodable words

•	 24 irregularly spelled words
•	 21 decodable words

•	 24 irregularly spelled words
•	 4 decodable words

Phonemic  
Awareness*

•	 count, segment, & blend syllables
•	 first & last syllables vs. first & last 

sounds
•	 segment & blend w/ 2–4 sounds
•	 chain 2–3 sound words w/ substitutions
•	 identify first & last sound
•	 identify & label short & long vowel 

sounds in spoken words

•	 blend & segment w/2–4 sounds 
•	 identify and label r-controlled ( /er/, 

/or/, /ar/)  and “other” vowel sounds 
( /ou/, /oi/, / /, / / ) in words

•	 chain 2–3 sound words w/ substitution, 
deletion, addition

Review:
•	 segment w/2–5 sounds 
•	 identify and label all vowel sounds 

in words
•	 chain 2–3 sound words w/ substitutions, 

deletion, addition

ADVANCED  
PHONICS

Phonics Plug-In FOUR Phonics Plug-In FIVE Phonics Plug-In SIX

Phonics Short, r-controlled, long vowels:
•	 /er/ spelled er, ir, ur, ear
•	 consonant-le w/ closed syllables
•	 other spellings of /uhl/
•	 long vowels spelled w/ 1 vowel 

letter (open syllables)
•	 c spells /k/ and /s/
•	 g spells /g/ and /j/
•	 exceptions to g spells /j/
•	 adding consonant & vowel suffixes

Short, r-controlled, long vowels:
•	 silent-e pattern:

–– 1-syllable words
–– multi-syllable words
–– spelling schwa
–– with suffixes, e.g, hope – hoping

•	 o, a, i, e, u long vowel teams 
•	 i spelling long e, /ē/

Short, r-controlled, long, other vowels:
•	 / /, /oi/, / /, /ou/ vowel teams
•	 aw & au spell /aw/ or /ŏ/
•	 ow spells 2 sounds: /ō/, /ou/
•	 oo spells 2 sounds: / /, / /
•	 ea spells 3 sounds: /ē/, /ĕ/, /ā/
•	 spelling patterns: -tion, -ture
•	 split vowels (e.g., create, violin)

High Frequency Words 
(from Dolch 220 and 

Fry 300 lists)

•	 0 irregularly spelled words
•	 12 decodable words

•	 0 irregularly spelled words
•	 45 decodable words

•	 0 irregularly spelled words
•	 18 decodable words

Phonemic  
Awareness

Review:
•	 identify and label all vowel sounds 

in words

Review:
•	 identify and label all vowel sounds 

in words

Review:
•	 identify and label all vowel sounds 

in words

Readsters’ Phonics Plug-In series teaches beginning and 
struggling readers to decode well.

•	 Sets 1–3 teach accurate decoding words with short vowels (beginning phonics). 

•	 Sets 4–6 teach accurate decoding words with r-controlled, long, and other vowel 
sounds (advanced phonics).

* Phonological Awareness is included in Phonics Plug-In ONE.
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